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situation was not improved by the miscarriage of a diversion
against the American naval base opposite Kingston. Meanwhile
matters had gone even worse on Lake Erie, where the Canadian
flotilla had been completely defeated and destroyed, and control
of the lake permanently secured by the enemy ; this in turn
compelled the force holding Amherstburg to evacuate that place
and fall back eastwards along the northern shore, during which
movement it was caught and completely dispersed.
The situation of Upper Canada was, at this moment, serious,
but fortunately, prior to the disaster on Lake Erie, the lost
command of Ontario had been regained, and the Americans
forced back once more to the Niagara. Nor were they allowed
even there to rest in peace ; for at the end of the year
Drumrnond, assuming command of the Canadian troops, in a
vigorous litde campaign first of all swept them from the west
bank, and then, crossing over, took and destroyed all their
fortifications on the farther shore. Meanwhile, the American
offensive against Lower Canada, carried out concentrically by
two columns advancing from Lake Champlain and down the
St. Lawrence, had also failed, their forces being defeated before
they could effect their junction.
1813 had thus brought a real but not decisive advantage to
the United States, and this it was intended to exploit and extend
in 1814 by a large-scale effort on the Niagara front, combined
with subsidiary operations on the flanks against Fort Mackinac
and in the Richelieu valley.   But meanwhile the British fleet
had definitely asserted its supremacy and tightened its blockade
of the Atlantic  coast,  and  reinforcements  in  considerable
numbers were on their way to Canada, though the first batch
(four battalions) only arrived in July.   The Canadians opened
the campaign with a successful raid on  Oswego  on Lake
Ontario, while far away in the north-west the American attack
on Mackinac was repulsed.   At length, after many delays, the
United States forces commenced their offensive in the Niagara
sector, but their progress was checked in the hard-fought little
action of Lundy's Lane, and they were compelled to retire to
their  fortifications  once  more.   Drummond,  advancing  to
invest them, was in turn checked, and it was not till the end of
the campaigning season that the Americans had to admit
failure and withdraw over the river.   As some-set-off to this
a British counter-offensive undertaken by Prevost in person
against the hostile forces in Lake Champlain ended, owing to
an unfortunate misunderstanding between the sailors and the
soldiers, in a humiliating fiasco at Plattsburg; the flotilla was
defeated with heavy loss, and the army compelled to withdraw
hurriedly to its starting-point.